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By KIENAN BRISCOE

LYNNWOOD—Sup-
port 7 held its 3rd annual 
reception and auction at 
Community Life Center 
in Lynnwood on Satur-

day, April 13 hosted by 
former Lynnwood City 
Councilwoman, and cur-
rent Support 7 Executive 
Director, Shannon Ses-
sions. 

The annual fundraising 
event consisted of a si-
lent auction, dinner and 
drinks, guest speakers, 
fundraising activities 

By MARIO LOTMORE

MUKILTEO—The Mukilteo City 
Council passed a resolution at its Busi-
ness Meeting on April 15 placing an 
emergency medical services (EMS) 
levy renewal on the August primary 
election ballot. The purpose of the bal-
lot proposition is to restore funding for 
EMS to the previously voter-approved 
amount of $0.50 per $1,000 of assessed 
property value.

“EMS is our most widely used service 
– and our call volumes are increasing. 
We need to add six firefighters/EMTs 
to respond to calls and reduce response 
times,” Fire Chief Glen Albright said. 
“We must also maintain consistent 
funding for equipment replacement 
and ambulances so we can ensure ser-
vice reliability when responding to 
calls.”

Lynnwood Police Chief Cole Langdon (left) and Shannon Sessions, Executive Director of Support 7 at its annual fundraising 
gala on Saturday, April 13, 2024.Lynnwood Times | Mario Lotmore.

By KIENAN BRISCOE

WASHINGTON, D.C.—Former Lyn-
nwood City Councilwoman, Snohomish 
County Councilwoman, and Snohomish 
County Executive Policy Officer, Steph-
anie Wright, is settling into her new role 
as Vice President of Federal Relations at 
Strategies 360.

The position, she informed the Lyn-

nwood Times, has been a seamless tran-
sition so far from her years working as 
a public servant in Snohomish County.

Strategies 360 is a Seattle-based re-
search, public affairs, and communica-
tions firm that offers a variety of services 
including consultations, legislative ad-
vocacy, campaign polling, reputation 
management and media relations, and 
government relations.

Wright’s first two weeks in her new role 
mainly consisted of meeting with clients 
primarily in Washington and Hawaii, re-
spectively.

For Washington state, Wright deals with 
both city and county clients, many of 
which she has had the pleasure of work-
ing with in the past as an elected official. 
She also works as the secondary person 
for clients located in Hawaii, which 
include nonprofits such as Hawaiian 
homelands.

“It was a lot of client meetings and a lot 
of coming up to speed in my new line of 
work,” said Wright. “But I’m very ex-
cited to be learning the different areas 
that I get to delve into and the different 
subject matters that I get to work on 
now.”

Transitioning from Executive Policy 

Continued   PAGE 10 >>

Mukilteo EMS 
Levy heads to 
voters for 
approval
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At St. Mary Magdalene Catholic School, 
students can be Principal for a Day

Snohomish County Executive Policy Of-
ficer Stephanie Wright

By MARIO LOTMORE 

EVERETT—A student at St. Mary 
Magdalene Catholic School, 13-year-
old Sofia, had the privilege of being 
Principal for the Day last month as part 

of a unique auction item her parents 
won at a school fundraiser last year. 
Meanwhile, actual full-time principal, 
Dr. Bernadine A. Mahar, spent the day 

Continued   PAGE 5  >>

From ’accidental politician’ to Vice 
President of Federal Relations

St. Mary Magdalene Catholic School student Sofia Schumacher, Principal of the Day, 
with actual full-time principal, Dr. Bernadine A. Mahar. SOURCE: Jeff Schumacher.

Continued   PAGE 11 >>
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By KIENAN BRISCOE

EDMONDS—Former United States 
Secretary of State, Director of Central 
Intelligence Agency, and potential Vice 
President pick for presumptive Re-
publican Presidential nominee, Don-
ald J Trump, Mike Pompeo, made a 
rare Snohomish County appearance at 
Westgate Chapel in Edmonds on Sun-
day, April 14, to discuss his faith, in-
ternational relations, and the future out-
look of American exceptionalism.

Westgate Chapel’s Apologia speaker 
series is a monthly, Sunday evening, 
event where nationally recognized 
voices address the local Christian com-
munity on topics where culture and 
biblical values intersect, the church’s 
website states. Past speakers have been 
Dennis Prager, founder of Prager Uni-
versity, Kayleigh McEnany, former 
White House Press Secretary in the 
Trump Administration, and Star Park-
er, presidential appointee to the U.S. 
Commission on Civil Rights California 
Advisory Committee.

Pompeo was the United States’ 70th 
Secretary of State, serving under for-
mer President Donald J Trump’s ad-
ministration. Prior to serving as Secre-
tary of State he served as the Director 
of the CIA and, before that, he was 
elected to serve four terms in Congress 
representing Kansas’ fourth district.

Pompeo was a businessman before an 
executive founding the Kansas-based 
aircraft part manufacturing firm Fair 
Aerospace. Pompeo holds a degree 
from Harvard Law School, graduated 
first in class at the U.S. Military Acad-
emy at Westpoint and served as a U.S. 
Army tank platoon leader. His career 
has taken him to West Berlin during the 
Cold War, lead a machine shop floor in 
Kansas, and lead our nation’s intelli-
gence agents and diplomats.

At Sunday’s Apologia speaker series 
event, Westgate Chapel Senior Pastor 
Alec Rowlands moderated a campfire 
discussion with Pompeo on the future 
of the nation under a Christian Conser-
vative lens.

Pompeo, a staunch and outspoken 
Christian, shared that he was brought to 

his faith while serving at the U.S. Mil-
itary Academy. His only real free day 
from working, he said, was on Sundays 
and, without anything better to do, he 
wandered into a place that was adver-
tising free lemonade and cookies; that 
place ended up being a Bible study. It 
was here, he said, where he first entered 
his faith.

“Among the biggest risks that we face 
today in our country, and there are 
many, is the lack of faith in our central 
institutions,” said Pompeo. “They’ve 
lost faith because they’ve watched 
these leaders of these institutions be-
have in ways that are deeply inconsis-
tent with our American value set.”

Pompeo said his solution would be to 
put the right leadership in place. He 
claimed the “left has infiltrated these 
institutions” for the last 20 years and 
conservatives need to take it back. He 
then shared his thoughts on restruc-
turing the FBI and the Foreign Intelli-
gence Surveillance Act of 2024.

The conversation then took a turn to 
global politics—the Ukraine/Russia 
conflict—siding with Ukraine and tak-
ing a firm stance on defending Europe-
an sovereignty from Russia’s Vladimir 

Putin’s reign.

Pompeo criticized President Biden’s 
approach to national security stating 
Putin took a fifth of Ukraine in 2015 un-
der President Obama’s administration 
where Biden was Vice President, none 
during the Trump administration, and 
within a handful of months, Putin then 
infiltrated Ukraine under the Biden ad-
ministration. He said it all came down 
to leadership and Putin’s belief that 
the U.S. would not get involved with a 
Democratic President in office.

As part of its Declaration of State Sov-

ereignty from the Soviet Union in 1990, 
Ukraine stated it would not acquire nor 
produce nuclear weapons and in 1991 
declared non-nuclear-weapon status. 
On December 5, 1994, the United 
State, Ukraine, Russia, and the United 
Kingdon signed a memorandum to pro-
vide Ukraine with security assurances 
in exchange for the nation destroying 
its nuclear weapons.

Pompeo expounded noting that it is 
the duty of the U.S. to “live up to our 
promises.” Pompeo also mentioned he 

Potential Trump VP pick and former 
CIA Director Mike Pompeo speaks 
to a full house at Edmonds church

Former United States Secretary of State and Director of Central Intelligence Agency, Mike Pompeo, speaking with Senior Pas-
tor Alec Rowlands at Westgate Chapel in Edmonds on Sunday, April 14, 2024. SOURCE: Westgate Chapel YouTube channel.

Continued   PAGE 10 >>
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By MARIO LOTMORE

LYNNWOOD—The council unani-
mously approved the mayor to enter 
into an eight-year $6.4 million Mul-
tifamily Tax Exemption (MFTE) for 
ACG Acquisitions, LLC, the developer 
of the new 318-unit mixed-use housing 
development, ENSO.

The Multi-Family Housing Property 
Tax Exemption (MFTE) program be-
gan in 1995, codified as RCW 84.14, to 
incentivize residential development in 
urban centers, designated as “residen-
tial targeted areas,” for Washington’s 
largest cities, according to the Wash-
ington State Department of Commerce. 
Under these exemptions, a property 
owner, in this case ACG Acquisitions, 
LLC, does not have to pay property 
taxes on the residential improvements 
for a given number of years. Lynnwood 
City Council accepted the City’s Busi-
ness & Development Services’ recom-
mendation of eight years. The property 
owner will still pay tax on the land and 
on non-residential improvements like 
the commercial portion of a mixed-use 
building for the eight years, however.

On May 29, 2007, the City Council ad-
opted Ordinance 2681 establishing the 
MFTE Program to encourage housing 
and redevelopment in the City Center 
District.

ENSO, currently under construction, 
is a mixed-use development to be lo-

cated at 198th St SW and 40th Avenue 
West in downtown Lynnwood, better 
known as City Center. The 318-unit, 
7-story building will consist of 4,235 
square feet of commercial space on its 
ground floor.  The development will 
also consist of 397 parking spaces, and 
provide studio, 1-, 2-, and 3-bedroom 
apartments at market value for resi-
dents. Preleasing is scheduled to begin 
in 18 months (Fall of 2025) with con-
struction scheduled to be completed by 
April of 2026.

Council Vice President Julieta Altami-
rano-Crosby proposed the motion to 
approve Mayor Christine Frizzell to 
enter into an eight-year $6.4 million 
Multifamily Tax Emption (MFTE) for 
ACG Acquisitions, LLC, that was sec-
onded by Council President George 

Hurst, and approved unanimously 7-0.

CITY LAND 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

City Administration will begin using 
the newly updated Land Acknowledge-
ment at the beginning of events, large 
gatherings, and before Board and Com-
mission meetings that was approved 
with six votes and one abstention at 
Monday’s meeting. Council President 
Hurst motioned to approve the new 
statement with Council Vice President 
Altamirano-Crosby seconding.

Council President Hurst thanked Lyn-
nwood’s Equity and Social Justice Ad-
visor Doug Raiford for working with 
local tribes and the city’s internal eq-
uity team in developing the new land 

acknowledgment statement.

Councilman Patrick Decker abstained 
from the vote citing he doesn’t know 
the legal ramifications of the new state-
ment. The mayor approved Decker to 
email the following questions to Rai-
ford for clarification:

1. What rights rights are granted in 
the new statement?

2. What are the liabilities for the city?
3. How many people will see their 

lives improve by the new state-
ment?

4. How will residents see improve-
ments from the new statement?

5. How does the new statement in-
crease diversity in a real way?

6. Who is excluded and will be in-
cluded in the new statement and 
how will it be used by the city 
council?

The new 2024 Land Acknowledgement 
will read:

We acknowledge that the City of Lyn-
nwood is located on the traditional 
lands of the Snohomish Tribe and the 
confederation of Tulalip Tribes and 
their families. For generations, these 
Indigenous communities have lived on 
this land, and we recognize, support, 
and advocate alongside them.

We also acknowledge the forced re-

Lynnwood approves $6.4M tax exemption 
for new 318-unit mixed-use development

Continued   PAGE 7 >>

ENSO mixed-use development. SOURCE: City of Lynnwood.
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By SOUND TRANSIT

SEATTLE—Over the 
next several months, 
Sound Transit will con-
duct a survey onboard 
select bus, Sounder, and 
light rail routes in the 
Puget Sound region. This 
will include select Com-
munity Transit and King County Metro 
routes. From April through fall 2024, 
survey participants will help transit 
planners understand who rides transit, 
their origins and destinations, and trip 
purpose — all to inform transit planning 
and transit demand modeling.

Surveyors will wear blue vests and a 
badge with a transit agency logo. They’ll 
use tablet computers to select partic-
ipants at random and administer the 
survey. Paper surveys will be available 
if necessary.  All personal information 
will be removed from all records kept 
by Sound Transit, and the results will be 
aggregated to ensure participant priva-
cy and anonymity. Later, Sound Transit 
will share survey results with the public.
To increase participation in the survey, 
riders who can’t complete it when ap-
proached will be offered options for a 
follow-up interview. While the survey 
contains some questions about person-
al characteristics, surveyors don’t ask 
about personally identifiable informa-
tion such as Social Security or bank ac-
count numbers.

For more information about the survey 
visit www.soundtransit.org/ridersurvey.

Sound Transit is required to collect spe-
cific demographic data about passengers 
including race, household income, and 
language proficiency to comply with Ti-

tle VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 
This information is submitted to the 
Federal Transit Administration approx-
imately every five years.

Sound Transit builds and operates re-
gional transit services throughout the ur-
ban areas of King, Pierce, and Snohom-
ish counties. Transit services include 
light rail, commuter trains, express 
buses, and their associated stations and 
facilities.

SUMMONS, PETITION FOR 
DISSOLUTION

In the superior court of the State of
California for the county of Orange, 
Ashlie Antonitis,Petitioner,
vs.
Justin Cayse Brandt, Respondent

Case #: 23D005073

The State of California to the said Justin
Brandt:
 You are hereby summoned to 
appear within sixty days after the date 
of the first publication of this summons, 
to wit, within sixty days after the 18 day 
of April, 2024, and defend the above en-
titled action in the above entitled court, 
and answer the Petition for Dissolution 
of Petitioner Ashlie Antonitis , and serve 
a copy of your Response upon the under-
signed attorneys for Petitioner.
 Ashlie Antonitis at her office be-
low stated; and in case of your failure so 
to do, judgment will be rendered against 
you according to the Petition for Dissolu-
tion, which has been filed with the clerk 
of said court. This is an action regarding 
the Dissolution of the Marriage of Ashlie 
Antonitis and Justin CayseBrandt

Sound Transit launches onboard passenger survey

FEATURE By COMMUNITY 
TRANSIT

The reasons are var-
ied — rising gas pric-
es, reducing carbon 
emissions, avoiding the 
stress of driving — but 
many people are re-
thinking how they get 
to work. As Snohomish 
County grows, public transit plays a 
vital role in reducing traffic congestion 
and helping people find affordable trav-
el options.

“Job satisfaction and a person’s com-
mute go hand-in hand,” says Colton 
Davis. Davis helps to educate local 
businesses about the various transit-re-
lated benefits that employers can offer 
their employees through Community 
Transit. 

“Your commute is how you begin and 
end your workday. If you’re stuck in 
traffic, stressed about finding a park-
ing spot, or feeling anxious at the gas 
pump, it may push you to look for an-
other job,” he says.  “Employer-pro-
vided transit benefits can help address 
many of these concerns.” 

For a limited time, Community Transit 
is offering small businesses an exclu-

sive discount when they provide their 
employees with ORCA transit pass-
es. This special incentive helps small 
businesses in Snohomish County im-
prove their employees’ benefits and 
commuting experiences. Snohomish 
County businesses with fewer than 100 
employees can save up to 50% off first-
year costs. This offer is not available 
for businesses within the city limits of 
Everett, as Everett is not a part of Com-

munity Transit’s service area.  
With an employer-provided ORCA 
card, employees enjoy a wide range 
of commuting options, from buses and 
trains to ferries, providing flexibility 
for convenient commute options. Rid-
ers can pay with ORCA for services on 
all seven of the major regional transit 
agencies. 

“ORCA for Business helps take the 

guesswork out of providing affordable 
and reliable transportation options to 
employees,” says Davis.  “And ben-
efits like this are a great way to show 
current and prospective employees that 
you value their time, money, and work-
life balance.” 

Moreover, the ORCA for Business pro-
gram promotes sustainable commuting 
options. By encouraging public trans-
portation use, businesses not only con-
tribute to reducing carbon emissions 
but also position themselves as respon-
sible stewards of the environment. 

“People want to work for businesses 
that reflect their values. Supporting 
sustainable transit resonates well with 
those who value social responsibility,” 
says Davis. 

Businesses can also benefit from trans-
portation tax deductions by partici-
pating in the ORCA for Business pro-
gram. By providing employees with 
transit benefits, organizations may be 
eligible for tax breaks, optimizing their 
business expenses and enhancing their 
overall fiscal health.

Interested businesses can learn more 
at ctgo.org/orca4business or by con-
tacting OrcaBusinessAccounts@com-
mtrans.org.

ORCA Business Incentive: Empowering 
small businesses to offer commute benefits

TAKE THE 
SURVEY

ORCA FOR 
BUSINESS
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NAIA bans transgender athletes 
from women’s sports competitions
BY MARIO LOTMORE

KANSAS CITY, Mo.—In a unanimous 
vote, 25-0, on Monday, April 8, the Na-
tional Association of Intercollegiate 
Athletics (NAIA) Council of Presidents 
approved a policy mandating that only 
athletes assigned female at birth will 
only be allowed to compete in women’s 
sports for all of its competitions. It is the 
first national college governing body 
banning transgender athletes from com-
peting in women’s sport competitions.

According to its website, NAIA is “a 
governing body of small athletics pro-
grams that are dedicated to charac-
ter-driven intercollegiate athletics.” Ap-
proximately 80% of its membership of 
249 is private colleges.

The decision comes just over a year 
after the World Athletics Council an-
nounced on March 23, 2023, it will 
exclude male-to-female transgender 
athletes who have been through male 
puberty from female World Rankings 
competition, effective March 31, 2023.

World Athletics, formerly known as the 
“‘International Association of Athletics 
Federations” (or IAAF) is the world 
governing authority on competitions, 
standardization of technical equip-
ment, and the official repository of all 
world records. The governing body was 

founded on July 17, 1912, in Stock-
holm, Sweden, following the closing 
ceremony of the Olympic Games.

This decision does not apply to compe-
titions within the National Collegiate 
Athletic Association (NCAA). Current-
ly, 16 biological women are suing the 
NCAA for letting transgender athletes 
both compete in female sport compe-
titions and allowing them into female 
locker rooms. The key argument in their 
class-action lawsuit is that the NCAA 
“knowingly violated Title IX, the feder-
al statute that guarantees equal oppor-
tunity for men and women in college 
education and sports,” the Independent 
Council on Women’s Sports reports.

Below is the complete NAIA policy, as 

released by NAIA on April 8:

Student-athletes may participate in 
NAIA competition in accordance with 
the following conditions:

A. Participation by students in sports 
designated as male by the NAIA: All 
eligible NAIA student-athletes may 
participate in NAIA-sponsored male 
sports.

B. Participation by students in sports 
designated as female by the NAIA: 
Only NAIA student-athletes whose 
biological sex is female may par-
ticipate in NAIA-sponsored female 
sports. They may participate under 
the following conditions:

1. A student who has not begun any 
masculinizing hormone therapy 
may participate without limitation.

2. A student who has begun mascu-
linizing hormone therapy may par-
ticipate in:

a. All activities that are internal to 
the institution (does not include 
external competition), including 
workouts, practices, and team 
activities. Such participation is at 
the discretion of the NAIA mem-
ber institution where the student 
is enrolled; and

b. External competition that is not 
a countable contest as defined by 
the NAIA (per NAC Policy Ar-
ticle XXV, Section A, Item 12). 
Such participation is at the discre-
tion of the NAIA member institu-
tion where the student is enrolled.

An NAIA institution that has a stu-
dent-athlete who has begun masculin-
izing hormone therapy must notify the 
NAIA national office. The national of-
fice will take the necessary steps to pro-
vide appropriate privacy protections.

This policy will be subject to review in 
light of any legal, scientific, or medical 
developments.

in Sofia’s shoes sitting in class, doing 
schoolwork, researching, and even tak-
ing pop quizzes.

“If they’re a good student it’s really 
easy. But I was in Spanish class and 
Sofia speaks Spanish, but I don’t know 
anything,” Dr. Mahar joked.

As Principal Sofia sat in on a Parrish 
staff meeting with the school’s Parrish 
Priest, the Parrish PAA, and other mem-
bers of staff, she had the opportunity to 
see how the school and church work to-
gether from an operational standpoint.

For the rest of the day Sofia was granted 
the ability to do whatever she wanted. 
She took advantage of this newfound 
liberty to offer students a third recess, 
of which she herself was able to partake 
in the next day when it went into effect.

In former years students have request-
ed to pull fire alarms just to see what it 
feels like. The school contacted the lo-
cal Fire Department to work out how to 
make this possible.

Sofia said her biggest takeaway as prin-
cipal was learning just how much the 
principal role helps students. She shared 
a couple encounters as Principal helping 
a student needing help finding her way 
to class, and during mass she helped 

students into their respective pews.

“I learned that when you’re principal 
helping the kids really matters,” said 
Sofia.

There weren’t really any downsides to 
being Principal, Sofia added although 
she did say she quickly learned that 
some tasks take longer than others, so 
she had to prioritize.

As an added bonus to the perks of Prin-
cipal, Sofia was picked up by a com-
munity volunteer in a Ferrari Especial 
bright and early in the morning and 
chauffeured to school. She was also 
provided with free lunch and was able 
to invite two of her friends.

Now, after having served as Principal 
for a Day, Sophie told the Lynnwood 
Times she looks at the role of principal 
differently adding that “there is a lot to 
do and you have to take care a lot of 
kids of all different ages.”

Sofia has attended Mary Magdalene 
Catholic School since the fourth grade. 
Now, a seventh grader, she aspires to be 
a History Teacher one day (her favorite 
subject) after she completes her educa-
tion. Outside of school, she enjoys go-
ing to the mall, working out at the gym, 
and going for jogs.

The prize of being allowed to be Prin-

cipal for the Day was an auction item 
Sofia’s parents won at Mary Magda-
lene’s annual fundraiser last year. She 
informed the Lynnwood Times she 
wasn’t aware that her parents had won 
the auction item, and she would be, sub-
sequently, filling the principal role until 
about a month before, however.

“We don’t just throw them to the wolves 
when they enter a Parrish staff meeting,” 
Melissa Morrier-Turk, Advancement 
and Bookkeeping at Mary Magdalene, 
told the Lynnwood Times. “Our Prin-
cipal of the Day will actually sit there 
with the principal just to make sure the 
Principal of the Day does not make any 
decision we would not be able to facil-
itate.”

Morrier-Turk was a member of the 
school’s Auction Committee when the 
idea came into fruition. For the last 
17years she has sat on the committee, 
beginning as a parent and now a faculty 
member.

About 10 years ago a member of the 
Auctioning Committee pitched the idea 
of offering a student the privilege of be-
ing Principal for the Day as a cost-ef-
fective way to try and raise money for 
the school that was both economical 
and fun.

These annual auctions are meant to 
raise funds for the bottom-line expens-

es of the school and help the institution 
meet the needs that tuition doesn’t cover 
such as benefits, technology, supplies, 
and more.

St. Mary Magdalene held its annual 
auction, and with it, next year’s Princi-
pal for a Day prize, just last Saturday, 
April 13.

In addition to its annual auction, St. 
Mary Magdalene has an active, com-
munity-driven, Parent Club that puts 
on events monthly. Upcoming next is a 
Tacos and Trivia night where the club 
goes to a nearby Mexican restaurant 
and does a Are You Smarter Than a 5th 
Grader-style trivia game. Other events 
include attending Everett Aqua Sox 
games.

“Whatever we can do that’s communi-
ty driven and helps build up the com-
munity here within the school and the 
Parrish is all we strive to do,” said Mor-
rier-Turk.

Located at 8615 7th Avenue Southeast 
in Everett, St. Mary Magdalen Catholic 
School is a non-profit, co-educational 
school for preschool through 8th grade. 
St. Mary Magdalen Catholic School is 
committed to giving our students a firm 
academic and spiritual foundation root-
ed in intellectual inquiry and Catholic 
values.

from page 1  PRINCIPAL FOR A DAY
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By KIENAN BRISCOE

EVERETT—A Snohomish Coun-
ty jury found Joseph Forest Sims, 33, 
guilty on all counts on Tuesday, March 
26, related to a 2021 multi-jurisdic-
tion crime spree (Bothell, Mukilteo, 
Shoreline, and Seattle) involving, rape, 
drive-by shootings, burglaries and kid-
nappings. At his sentencing hearing on 
April 12, he was sentenced to 120 years 
in prison with no parole considered be-
fore 2095.

“Since Bothell Police took the suspect 
into custody in 2021, our detectives and 
partner agencies have worked closely 
wit the Snohomish County prosecutors, 

providing evidence in this violent crime 
spree,” Bothell Police released in a 
statement on X to the Lynnwood Times.

Sims request for a mistrail was denied 
however his request for an appealed of 
the trial-by-jury verdict was forward-
ed to the appellet court for review and 
it will be fully paid for at “public ex-
pense.” He also requested that he re-
main in the Snohomish County Jail for 
30 days after his sentencing to work on 
his appeal, which was denied.

Sims was sentenced to multiple life sen-
tences. After years of delays by the de-
fendant navigating the judicial system, 
even dismissing his public defender, 
Donald Wackerman one year after the 
original incident to represent himself, 
the jury found Sims guilty of the fol-
lowing counts:

• Two counts, First Degree Bur-
glary, Class A felony

• One count, First Degree Rape,
Class A felony

• Two counts, First Degree Kid-
napping, Class A felony

• Three counts, Second Degree As-
sault with Deadly Weapon, Class
B felony

• One count, Drive By Shooting,
Class B felony

• One count, First Degree Unlaw-
ful Possession of a Firearm, Class
B felony

Sims is no stranger to the law with 10 
juvenile felony convictions and 11 adult 

felonies prior to the June 15, 2021, crime 
spree. He was incarcerated for almost 
seven years, from September 19, 2008, 
to May 27, 2015, for assault and firearm 
possession. While in community custo-
dy, in January of 2017, he was arrested 
for numerous residential burglaries for 
which he was convicted on nine counts 
in November of 2017 and sentenced to 
72 months in prison. He was released on 
May 7, 2021, and placed back in com-
munity custody for his 2008 conviction.

Within less than a month of being re-
leased from prison, Sims’ life of guns, 
drugs, and a multi-day crime spree in a 
2015 silver Mercedes began, court re-
cords show.

Events leading up to Drive-by 
shootings and kidnappings

Shortly after being released in May of 
2021, Sims rekindled his relationship 
with a young Bothell woman he met 
prior to his 2017 conviction, who the 
Lynnwood Times will identify as M.

Sometime between June 8 and 9 of 
2021, she texted Sims to end the rela-
tionship citing “paranoid” behavior by 
him believing she was seeing other men 
in their relationship.

At around midnight on June 10, M 
opened the door to an unannounced 
visit by Sims after which he placed his 
hand over her mouth to prevent her from 
screaming as a pistol was placed against 
her stomach. Sims allegedly threaten to 

kill M and her roommate L.

According to testimony by M, Sims felt 
disrespected by M for allegedly seeing 
other people and told her he is now in 
control. In her room, Sims forced M to 
unlock her phone for which he changed 
the passcode, and then spoke for hours 
about their relationship. Sims then 
forced M to ingest Adderall to stay up 
with him and at some point, during the 
early morning, he began making sexual 
advances towards her.

In her testimony, M shared that under 
threat, she and Sims engaged in non-
consensual intercourse. Sims then be-
came paranoid of adding a possible rape 
conviction to his record that he coerced 
M into filming “awkward” videos of 
her consenting to the sexual encounter 
which she provided police.

Still paranoid of a rape conviction, Sims 
search the internet for a “sexual con-
sent form” that he emailed to his sis-
ter in Ballard, 10 radial miles or 13.5 
commuter miles from M’s residence in 
Bothell, to print. After being convinced 
by his sister to not sign the form, Sims 
and M drove back to her place where 
they arrived in Bothell around 8 p.m. 
that evening.

Again, still paranoid and brandishing 
his firearm, Sims allegedly concocted a 
“home invasion” scheme to incriminate 
M to ensure she will not report him for 

Man found guilty in 2021 crime spree from 
Mukilteo to Seattle gets 120 years in prison

Joseph F Sims
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rape. At 11:30 p.m., they arrived at the 
Shoreline home, unknown to M at the 
time, of Sims’ ex-girlfriend. Sims told 
M that the woman living in the home 
stole $60,000 from him. Sims decided 
not to burglarize the home and return to 
M’s apartment in Bothell.

At her apartment, he allegedly sent sev-
eral text messages, one of which was of 
M’s driver’s license and cards, to “hit-
ters” who would “handle it” if M were 
to report the rape to police.

“If you tell anybody, I’m going to kill 
your parents, and I am going to kill 
you,” Sims allegedly told M according 
to court records shortly before they went 
to sleep around 2:45 a.m. on June 11.

On June 11, M convinced Sims to al-
low her to go to work, which he did. A 
co-worker convinced M to report the 
events to the Bothell police. Bothell 
detectives searched M’s apartment and 
documented the scene. Her roommate 
was out of time for a few days during 
this period and M stayed in a hotel.

Drive-by shootings
and a kidnapping

Around 10:30 p.m. on June 14, 2021, 
M’s roommate returned home from her 
trip, aware of what transpired between 
M and Sims. Shortly after returning 
home, M’s roommate, L, heard some 
rustling noises and sounds of footsteps 
in the backyard area. She texted M’s 
co-worker telling her about the noise. 
She and M’s coworker chatted for a bit 
about leaving the porch lights on.

Around 3:15 a.m., on June 15, the night 
of the multi-jurisdiction crime spree 
by Sims, L awoke to the loud crashing 
sound of the sliding glass door being 
smashed. Sims was suddenly in her 
room allegedly with a gun in her face 
asking, ‘Where’s [redacted]? Where’s 
[redacted]?”

After telling Sims that she didn’t know 
where her roommate was, she was 
forced to walk on broken glass shards, 
cutting into her feet, causing them to 
bleed. Sims then took L to his vehicle, 
the silver 2015 Mercedes that is reg-
istered to Sims, forcing her to go with 
him. In the car was a rifle.

Sims and L drove to M’s coworkers’ 
place of residence in Kenmore, but 
then he drove pass the home heading 
to Mukilteo believing M was staying at 

her parents’ apartment.

On June 15, 2021, Mukilteo Police Of-
ficers responded to multiple reports of 
gunfire at the 300-unit Elliot at Mukil-
teo Apartments at approximately 4:03 
a.m. Luckily no injuries were report-
ed—both parents were home at the time 
of the shooting.

Upon arrival, Mukilteo Police discov-
ered 29 shell casings (.223 caliber) and 
gunshot damage to the rear of an apart-
ment building—predominately the mas-
ter bedroom of the unit.

By the time Mukilteo police arrived, 
Sims was on his way to his next target, 
his ex-girlfriend’s home in Shoreline. 
Before arriving to Shoreline, Sims re-
moved the zip tie around L’s hands and 
told her he would release her.

Around 4:30 a.m., they arrived at the 
Shoreline house where he shared with L 
that the woman in the home owed him 
money. Sims stopped his vehicle outside 
of the home, grabbed his rifle, exited the 
car, and allegedly fired 30 rounds (.223 
caliber) into the house until his maga-
zine emptied.

At a Shell Gas Station off 85th Street 
NW in Seattle, Sims released L from 
his vehicle around 4:43 a.m., and ac-
cording to court records, in a menacing 
tone, told her to, “tell the police I will be 
waiting for them.” L then immediately 
called 911.

The defendant, Sims, then allegedly 
drove to another house in Seattle off 3rd 
Avenue NW and emptied nine rounds 
(.223 caliber) into the home. Detectives 
later discovered that this residence was 
allegedly associated with another one of 
Sims’ ex-girlfriends.

The eight-hour multi-jurisdiction crime 
spree in Bothell, Mukilteo, Shoreline, 
and Seattle, came to an end at around 
6:35 a.m. on June 15, 2021, with Sims 
turning himself into the University of 
Washington Police Department. With-
in a few hours he was in Bothell Police 
custody then booked into the Snohom-
ish County Jail where he remains.

The District Court set bail at the time 
in the amount of $500,000 but was lat-
er increased to $750,000 at the State’s 
request. Sims is considered a violent re-
peat felony offender.

Deputy Prosecuting Attorney Audrey 
Majkut revoked Sims bail amount on 
March 26. Sims is being stripped of his 

right to bear arms and is required to at-
tend drug court, a court motion states.

Sims filed for appeal on March 26 at the 
expense of public funds, citing his indi-
gent status. He told the court that since 

he has been in prison for the last several 
years, for multiple felonies, that he has 
no money and does not foresee his fi-
nancial situation improving by the time 
of his sentencing on April 12.

from page 6  SIMS

moval of Indigenous communities 
from their Homelands as a result of the 
1855 Treaty of Point Elliott. We under-
stand that Land Acknowledgements 
are only the first step in our efforts to 
support Coast Salish tribes and edu-
cate non-Natives about their lived his-
tory. We strive to achieve this through 
building relationships with Indigenous 
communities, supporting Indigenous 
commerce, government-to-govern-
ment partnerships, and lifting indige-
nous voices to create equity for all.

Through these actions, we hope to not 
only pay respect to the past but also 
collaborate in creating a sustainable 
future, hand in hand with the first pro-
tectors of our shared environment.

OTHER BUSINESS

The council presented two proclama-
tions: Arbor Day and National Volun-
teer Week. The actions of an Executive 
Session related to the evaluation of the 
qualifications of an applicant for pub-
lic employment will be discussed at 
the next Business Meeting on April 22. 
The Council did not share any more in-
formation.

from page 3  LYNNWOOD
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By KIENAN BRISCOE

OLYMPIA—A Cowlitz County Superi-
or Court Judge ruled Monday, April 8, 
that Washington State’s ban on high-ca-
pacity magazines was unconstitutional, 
immediately issuing an injunction for 
the state to stop enforcing the ban, the 
Seattle Times first reported.

On July 1, 2022, Engrossed Substitute 
Senate Bill 5078 went into effect mak-
ing it illegal to sell or possess magazines 
with more than ten rounds of capacity in 
Washington State and included sections 
creating claims under the Washington 
Consumer Protection Act.

“Enough families have experienced the 
tragedy of gun violence in our state,” 
said Sen. Liias, the bill’s primary spon-
sor. “It is long overdue that we step up 
to protect Washingtonians from mass 
shootings. The Legislature took that step 
today by voting to limit high-capacity 
magazines, and our communities will be 
safer for it. This is a common-sense pol-
icy that will save lives, and I am grateful 
for all of the years of advocacy that led 
to its passage.”

A Kelso-based retail firearm business, 
Gator’s Custom Guns Inc., which has 
historically sold high-capacity maga-
zines, filed a declaratory judgement ac-
tion against the State of Washington, in 
Cowlitz County Superior Court, arguing 
that ESSB 5078 violated the Washington 

Constitution, Article 1, Section 24, as 
well as the United States Constitutions’ 
second amendment.

The arms store refused to prohibit sell-
ing high-capacity magazines following 
the effective date of SB-5078 prompt-
ing the state to file a CPA enforcement 
action. Both lawsuits, with overlapping 
constitutional claims, were consolidated 
in court by the state’s suggestions.

Just last February a gun store in Fed-
eral Way, Federal Way Discount Guns, 
was ordered by the Washington Attor-
ney General’s Office to pay $3 million 
in fines for selling high-capacity mag-
azines following the effective date of 
ESSB 5078. It’s unclear what will be-
come of the gun store’s, and owner Mo-
hammad Baghai, $3 million fine now 
following the Superior Court judge’s 
rulings Monday.

At Monday’s hearing, after oral argu-
ments from council, considering mem-
orandums, and thoroughly researching 
federal, and state, caselaw, Superior 
Court Judge B. Bashor ruled Monday 
that there were no factual circumstances 
the court could “conceive under which 
ESSB 5078 as written and codified 
could be constitutional under the Unit-
ed States Constitution, Second Amend-
ment,” court documents state. The Court 
also found “ESSB 5078 is facially un-
constitutional under the United States 
Constitution”.

Following the decision, Attorney Gen-
eral Bob Furguson immediately filed 
an emergency stay to the State Supreme 
Court seeking the ban to remain in effect 
through the appeal process, Kiro 7 re-
ported. The appeal was granted Monday, 
88 minutes later, and the ban will remain 
in place for now.

Attorney General Furguson has been 
a staunch anti-assault rifle and an-
ti-high-caliber magazine since at least 
2017 following the 2016 mass shoot-
ing at a Mukilteo house party when the 
shooter used a military-style assault rifle 
and a high-capacity magazine. Ferguson 
backed the passing of SB 5078 as well 
as successfully passing a bill banning 
the manufacturing and possession of 
ghost guns, which passed the legislature 
in 2019.

Back in October, 2023, U.S. District 
Court Judge Roger Benitez struck down 
a similar ban to assault rifles in Califor-
nia which prohibits the sale, transfer, 
manufacturing, and possession of spe-
cific semi-automatic weapons, writing 
the ban was unconstitutional, “extreme”, 
and had “no historical pedigree,” – al-
most identical to Washington’s ban.

“Like the Bowie Knife which was com-
monly carried by citizens and soldiers in 
the 1800s, “assault weapons” are dan-
gerous, but useful. But unlike the Bowie 
Knife, the United States Supreme Court 
has said, “[t]here is a long tradition of 

widespread lawful gun ownership by 
private individuals in this country,” 
Judge Benitez wrote in his 79-page de-
cision October 19.

On March 5, 2022, in a late-night ses-
sion, legislation to restrict the sale of 
high-capacity firearm magazines was 
approved by the Washington House of 
Representatives on a 55-42 vote with no 
Republican support.

“This is a serious bill that will jeopar-
dize the safety of Washingtonians,” said 
Sen. Phil Fortunato R-Auburn. “This is 
not about providing safety for children. 
This is putting in jeopardy the lives of 
law-abiding citizens, especially wom-
en.”

Senate Bill 5078, sponsored by Sen. 
Marko Liias (D-Everett), prohibits the 
manufacture, sale, import or transfer of 
large-capacity magazines that hold more 
than 10 rounds of ammunition. The ap-
proved legislation does not ban the cur-
rent possession of high-capacity maga-
zines already in possession. The law was 
signed by Gov. Jay Inslee on March 23, 
2022, joining Washington with nine oth-
er states to impose similar prohibitions.

WA judge rules high-capacity magazine 
ban unconstitutional, state appeals

The current EMS Levy Rate is 
$0.27529739895 per $1,000 assessed 
valuation and will provide the City with 
a revenue of $2,039,955 in 2024. The 
proposed $0.50 per $1,000 is projected 
to provide the City $3,705,003 based 
on the current Mukilteo home assessed 
valuation. The EMS funds may only be 
used for EMS related expenses.

Chief Albright shared in his presenta-
tion to council that the average home 
tax increase will be just under 52 cents 
per day or $189 for 2025. The average 
home value in Mukilteo is $839,000.

Approximately $1.320 million of the 
$1.665 million increase will be used 
for a Medical Services Officer, two ad-
ditional firefighters, paramedic train-
ing, equipment, and maintenance.

On September 14, 2004, Mukilteo vot-
ers approved an EMS Levy of up to 
$0.35 per $1,000 assessed valuation 
for six years. On August 17, 2010, 
the voters approved making it perma-
nent at a rate not to exceed $0.50 per 
$1,000 assessed valuation. On August 
7, 2018, the voters rejected a measure 
that would have set the rate at $0.50 
per $1,000 for six consecutive years, 
with the limit factor for each ensuing 
year not to exceed 106% of the previ-
ous year.

On August 1, 2023, the voters rejected 
a EMS Levy measure that would have 
set the rate at $0.40 per $1,000 for six 
consecutive years. With the passage 
of time, the rate has been gradually 
reduced to approximately $0.27 per 
$1,000 assessed valuation. The fire 

chief shared that if voters approve the 
ballot measure, the burden from the 
City’s General Fund would reduce 
from $449,047 in 2025 to $47,901.

The EMS Levy renewal was previ-
ously presented to the City Council at 
their March 25, 2024, work session. At 
that meeting a consensus was for plac-
ing a ballot measure before the voters 
that would seek to raise the levy rate 
to $0.50 per $1,000.00 of assessed for 
2025.

The motion to approve placing the 
EMS Levy renewal on the ballot passed 
6-1 with Council Steve Schmalz dis-
senting.

“I am very pleased to see the City 
Council place the EMS levy renewal 
on the August ballot,” Mukilteo May-
or Joe Marine said. “Costs for our fire 
department continue to rise, while our 
EMS levy rate continues to decrease 
year after year.”

The council also approved with a vote 
of 6-1, with Council Steve Schmalz 
dissenting, to authorize Mayor Joe 
marine to sign Consultant Agreement 
with Liz Loomis Public Affairs in the 
amount of $45,000 to provide strategic 
communication services to city staff. 
The consultant will create a commu-
nications plan and messaging for the 
EMS Levy renewal.

With a unanimous vote, the council 
approved Richard Emery, Dave Dun-
don-Harris, and Michael Dixon to 
serve on the pro committee and Kevin 
Stoltz, Steve Schmalz, and Sabrina Ot-
ness to serve on the con committee for 
the EMS Levy renewal ballot measure.

OTHER CITY BUSINESS

The Finance Director is seeking ap-
proval to reconvene the Long-Range 
Financial Planning (LRFP) Commit-
tee and approval of the make-up of the 

members of the LFRP Committee in 
order to proceed with the next steps. 
The motion proposed by Council Vice 
President Tom Jordal and seconded by 
Councilman Richard Emery, was ap-
proved unanimously.

from page 1  EMS LEVY
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By THE BOEING COMPANY

ARLINGTON, Va., April 16, 2024 
—Boeing is buying 9.4 million gallons 
(35.6 million liters) of blended sustain-
able aviation fuel (SAF) to support its 
2024 U.S. commercial operations, re-
ducing its carbon emissions and work-
ing to help grow the supply of the fuel 
globally. 

This is the company’s largest annual 
SAF purchase, more than 60% higher 
than its buy in 2023.
 
The blended fuel – 30% SAF made 
from waste by-products such as fats, 
oils, and greases and 70% convention-

al jet fuel – will support the Boeing 
ecoDemonstrator program and Boeing 
U.S. commercial operational flights.

“As our focus remains on safety and 
quality, sustainability continues to be a 
priority,” said Ryan Faucett, vice pres-
ident of environmental sustainability 
at Boeing. “Sustainable aviation fuel 
is essential to decarbonize aviation. 
About 20% of our fuel usage is a SAF 
blend, and we continue to increase our 
use of this fuel to encourage growth in 
the SAF industry. We are also work-
ing to make SAF more available and 
affordable to our commercial airline 
customers through collaboration, in-
vestment, research and policy develop-

ment.”

Unblended, or “neat” SAF, can reduce 
carbon emissions up to 85% over the 
fuel’s life cycle and offers the commer-
cial aviation industry’s greatest poten-
tial to reduce its climate impact over 
the next 30 years.

Boeing will receive 4 million gallons 
of the blended SAF into its fuel farms 
in the Pacific Northwest. EPIC Fuels, a 
Signature Aviation company, will sup-
ply 2.5 million gallons from Neste, and 
Avfuel will provide 1.5 million gallons 
of blended SAF from Neste.

Boeing will also purchase the CO2 

emissions reduction associated with 
5.4 million gallons of blended SAF 
through an accounting process called 
book-and-claim. Book-and-claim is 
when a company purchases SAF certif-
icates to displace conventional jet fuel. 
Instead of putting the fuel into a Boeing 
fuel farm, distributors will deliver it to 
nearby airports for use by airlines and 
other carriers.

Through Boeing’s book-and-claim 
purchases, EPIC Fuels will supply 3.5 
million gallons of blended SAF made 
by Neste, while World Fuel Services, a 
World Kinect company, will supply 1.9 
million gallons from World Energy.

Boeing makes its largest purchase of 
blended Sustainable Aviation Fuel

By SIMMRIN LAW GROUP

The latest study reveals Washington 
is the eighth most dangerous state, 
highlighting ongoing concerns over 
crime and safety. Washington state has 
a safety score of 59.6. The Larceny/
Theft Rate in Washington is the high-
est (2133.6) per 100,000, revealing it 
as having a major issue with property 
crime compared to other states.

Legal experts at Simmrin Law Group 
examined crime statistics from the FBI 
and National Incident-Based Report-
ing System (NIBRS), assigning weight 
across ten critical crime types to identi-
fy 10 safest and most dangerous states, 
offering a clear snapshot of national 
safety landscapes.

New Jersey is the safest state, with 
the highest and most impressive safe-
ty score of 80, mainly due to its low 
crime rates. On the other hand, New 
Mexico comes out much worse, taking 
the bottom spot as the most dangerous 
state. With a safety score amounting to 
a very small 40, this reflects the chal-
lenges New Mexico faces with crime 
and safeguarding its residents.

Key Findings

• New Jersey is the safest state 

with a safety score of 80, fea-
turing the lowest assault rates 
at 430 and sex offenses at 25.2 
per 100,000 residents, alongside 
minimal burglary at 81 and theft 
rates at 608.2, securing its place 
at the top of this study.

• Vermont, ranking 2nd, shines 
bright with a safety score of 77.8 
and is distinguished by a low ex-
tortion rate at 2.6 and a homicide 
rate at 2.3 per 100,000.

• Maine, following closely, came 
in 3rd with a safety score of 
77.2, contributed by low homi-
cide offense at 2.2, kidnapping/
abduction at 1.8, and motor ve-
hicle theft at 65.2 per 100,000 
residents.

• New Mexico is sadly identified 
as the most dangerous state, 
scoring only 40. It struggles with 
the highest kidnapping at 63.9, 
vandalism at 1226, and sex of-
fense rate at 129.4 per 100,000 
residents.

• Colorado, the second most dan-
gerous state with a score of 49.2, 
has the second-highest larceny/
theft rate of 2087.6 per 100,000 
residents.

• Pennsylvania is third from the 
bottom, marked by a score of 
52.8 and challenged by the high-
est homicide rate of 25.2 per 

100,000 residents.

To access the full ranking, detailed 

analysis, and methodology, I invite you 
to explore the complete study here.

WA eighth most dangerous state in 2024 study

By KIENAN BRISCOE

LYNNWOOD—Lynnwood resident 
Trudy Slanger, 83, was killed after kid-
napping and domestic violence assault 
suspect, Robert Rowland, 37, of Ken-
more, stuck her vehicle in a head-on 
collision fleeing from law enforcement 
around 8 p.m., Thursday, April 11, at 
SR-525 and 148th Street SW in unin-
corporated Lynnwood. Rowland is sus-
pected of being under the influence of 
alcohol and/or drugs at the time of the 
fatal crash.

Earlier, Snohomish County Sheriff’s 
Office deputies had been pursuing Row-
land for Assault 1 DV and kidnapping 
of an adult female victim, 34, of Mon-
roe, who was inside the suspect’s vehi-

cle at the time of the crash, the Sheriff’s 
Office informed the Lynnwood Times. 
Sheriff deputies terminated pursuit of 
Rowland’s vehicle when it veered onto 
oncoming traffic on SR- 525 in the 
wrong direction—heading southbound 
onto northbound SR-525.

Trudy Slanger was traveling in her 
vehicle northbound on SR-525 when 
it was struck head-on by Rowland. 
The suspect’s vehicle then rolled over, 
caught fire, and came to a rest on top 
of barrier dividing northbound and 
southbound lanes. SR-525 was closed 
in both directions for several hours as 
traffic was diverted to HWY 99 and Al-
derwood Mall Parkway. All traffic was 

83-y/o Lynnwood woman killed after 
kidnapping suspect flees police

Continued   PAGE 10 >>
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Officer for Snohomish County into her 
new role was natural for her. Much of 
the work Wright was doing at the coun-
ty-level already involved federal rela-
tions such as grants, earmarks, appro-
priations, and that is exactly what she’s 
going to be doing with Strategies 360 
for counties and cities across Washing-
ton.

“It’s a direct translation, it’s just an 
expansion of what I was doing for the 
county,” said Wright.

Since working for Snohomish Coun-
ty, Wright has been building a feder-
al program and forming relationships 
with several federal partners, helping 
the county’s different departments 
become well-versed in what options 
exist at the federal level. In turn, she 
ensured the county’s federal partners 
were well-versed in the county’s many 
departments to holistically support the 
county’s needs as far as transportation, 
economic development, and environ-
mental projects.

“Getting that scope and that understand-
ing to our federal team and then again 
having our departments really know 
where the opportunities are, where we 
fit in, and how we can plan ahead for, 
especially these congressional, direct, 
spending opportunities (also called ear-
marks),” said Wright.

Just one of the many things Wright is 
looking forward to in her new role is 
assisting the small towns Hawaii to ac-
cess federal resources for infrastructure, 

transportation, and climate conserva-
tion. Wright told the Lynnwood Times 
it gives her “goosebumps” when she 
thinks about everything these entities 
are capable of when they’re matched up 
with federal money.

“This is community building, this is 
grassroots, this is infrastructure, roads, 
highways, culverts, economic develop-
ment, all of those things that really help 
rebuild communities – I get to work on 
all the good stuff,” said Wright. “I’m so 
excited to help entities match up with 
these funds. These projects really help 
communities. Being able to help on that 
front is my fuel every day.”

Though a Seattle-based company, 
Wright’s position is based out of Wash-
ington, D.C., with monthly trips back to 
Washington.

Wright told the Lynnwood Times she 
wasn’t necessarily looking for a new job 
when the opportunity at Strategies 360 
arose. She had known the founder, Ron 
Dotzauer, since 2000 and when an op-
portunity at his company surfaced, that 
aligned with her skillset and goals, she 
threw her name in the bucket believing 
that it was everything she loved about 
her former positions but more expand-
ed.

“I am so thrilled that Stephanie has 
joined our team,” said Ron Dotzauer, 
Founder and CEO of Strategies 360. 
“She is a phenom who can bring people 
together to tackle complex issues, gain 
confidence, and build momentum to 
execute large, mission-critical projects 
that benefit both public and private in-

terests.”

Prior to joining the world of politics, 
Wright was a High School teacher and 
High School librarian. It was through 
working in education that drew her into 
politics to begin with, she told the Lyn-
nwood Times. What started as stand-
ing up for teacher’s rights and educa-
tion-based issues led to a career on the 
Lynnwood City Council, then to Chair 
of the County Council, and then an Ex-
ecutive Policy Officer.

Beginning her career as a teacher helped 
“frame” Wight’s approach to several 
political issues, she continued, such as 
understanding that various people have 
various viewpoints on things, but all 
need the necessary tools to do the best 
that they can.

“I’ve never framed myself as a politician 
but more of a public servant. I became 
an accidental politician just because I 
started showing up to town hall meet-
ings advocating for things like class 
sizes and teacher’s pay,” said Wright. 
“Giving people the tools to advocate so 
that we can all make our case and better 
our situations, be it a personal situation, 
or a city situation, or a community situa-
tion it’s really understanding the playing 
field and the tools…and then a whole lot 
of patience.”

As opportunities presented themselves 
to Wright, she could not help but try and 
expand the scope of what she wished to 
accomplish. Her newest role with Strat-
egies 360 is just the latest example of 
this.

Wright told the Lynnwood Times that 
there is no better feeling than working 
hard on projects that finally material-
ize and becomes successful. She used 
the example of the Meadowdale Proj-
ect which she was initially told was not 
possible because of the different juris-
dictions and the railroads 12 years ago 
when it was first introduced.

“It takes a decade sometimes and you’re 
in it going no one’s going to know we 
did this, and we might not be possible, 
but when it happens, and you see people 
out and enjoying your project. If you go 
to Meadowdale Beach nobody knows 
Steph Wright worked on that, well may-
be my friends and family because they 
heard me talk about it,” said Wright. 
“Whenever I go to a park with my fam-
ily, I always think somebody made this 
happen. Somewhere in this park is a 
plaque of somebody we don’t remem-
ber but I’m so glad that this is here. It’s 
so exciting to realize that you’ve left 
something for the future. Nobody will 
know it was you but there’s a whole 
beach here, a whole estuary, because 
your team didn’t let you give up.”

Wright continued that she believes it’s 
better to try and fail than to fail because 
one didn’t even try.
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spent a lot of time convincing North 
Korea’s Chairman Kim to give up his 
nuclear weapons but to no avail.

Pompeo added that the current Russian 
operation in Ukraine is a direct result 
of decisions President Biden’s admin-
istration has made and their failure of 
not keeping an effective risk-level for 
Russia with the weapons the U.S. gift-
ed Ukraine.

“Think about this: A mother in Mos-
cow puts her baby to sleep and does 
not fear a thing. A mother in Kiev, in 
Ukraine, puts her baby to sleep and 
prays that a missile doesn’t attack their 
home. When that asymmetry exists it’s 
a green light for the bad guys,” said 
Pompeo. “It’s in America’s best inter-
est that Vladimir Putin not win.”

As far as the conflict between Israel 
and Palestine, Pompeo took a stance 

stating that Jerusalem is the rightful 
Holy Land of the Jewish people and a 
healthy Middle East means a healthy 
United States because “we’ve had to 
send our children to fight in the Middle 
East too many times.”

“We have one deep, longtime friend 
and ally that is with us no matter what 
— that’s the Israelis. Not only are they 
a democracy but there’s the greatest 
chance of anywhere in the Middle East 
for religious freedom. If you’re a Mus-
lim you can practice your faith, a Jew, 
a Christian, you can practice your faith. 
In many places in the Middle East 
that’s not true,” said Pompeo. 

Pompeo noted he has visited Israel 
several times and he was headed back 
there directly after finishing up the 
Sunday’s event at Westgate Church.

In late March of this year, Pompeo was 
asked if he were being considered by 
presumptive Republican Presidential 

nominee, Donald J Trump, as a poten-
tial vice presidential running mate. He 
noted he would be “pretty inclined to 
do so and join the team,” he told the 
Guy Benson Show on March 28.

Former President Trump told report-
ers at FOX News, just weeks earlier, 
that he had consolidated his potential 
running mate list to a handful of op-
tions, Pompeo being one of them. Oth-
er names on that list included Florida 
Senator Marco Rubio, New York Rep-
resentative Elise Stefanik, and former 
Trump Cabinet official Ben Carson.

Running mates are traditionally an-
nounced around July or August of the 
Presidential Election year.

Upcoming Apologia speaker series 
events at Edmonds’ Westgate Chapel 
include best-selling author and radio 
host Eric Mataxas on June 9 at 6 p.m., 
and FOX News Host and author Pete 
Hegseth on September 15 at 6 p.m.
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Beloved mother, 
grandmother, and 
great-grandmother

Nancy L. Patterson, 88

On April 2, 
2024, Nan-
cy L. Pat-
terson of 
Chicago, Il-
linois passed 
p e a c e f u l l y 
into the pres-

ence of her 
Saviour. She 

was surrounded 
by her family in her 

final days.

She grew up in Southern California 
with her beloved parents Charles 
and Lillian Brown, her sister Sally, 
and brother, John. She married her 
sweetheart Bill Patterson in Oc-
tober 1955 in La Crescenta where 
they raised three daughters. Nancy 
worked as an Office Manager and 
Medical Assistant for various physi-
cians over the course of her career. 
She was known for her profession-
alism, delightful personality, and 
sense of fashion. 

Nancy especially loved music and 
played piano and organ for church 
over the years. She loved attending 
Dixieland Jazz festivals with her 
brother and his wife. Another favor-
ite destination was Hawaii each year 
with family or friends. These events 
were always a highlight of her time 
away from work.  

Nancy was preceded in death by her 
parents and husband. She is survived 
by her sister and brother, her three 
daughters, as well as 8 grandchil-
dren and 8 great-grandchildren (with 
3 more on the way).

Nancy is lovingly laid to rest at Flo-
ral Hills Cemetery in Lynnwood, 
WA.

GOP challenger for Secretary of State 
advocates for secure voter registration

AUBURN—Having served on com-

mittees and boards that provide over-
sight and policy changes on elections 
for nearly a decade, state Senator Phil 
Fortunato is running to be Washing-
ton’s next election’s chief as Secretary 
of State.

Senator Phil Fortunato awarded the 
Legislator of the Year in 2022 by the 
King County Police Guild because he 
“stood steadfast as a supporter of pub-
lic safety throughout a very difficult 
year for law enforcement.”
“The Secretary of State is the second 
most important elected position in 

Washington, and we simply cannot 
have one party controlling the entire 
process from registrations to election 
legislation, to counting the ballots,” 
said Fortunato.

While most people who talk about elec-
tion security are focusing on counting 
ballots, Fortunato points out it all starts 
with the registration process. He has 
sponsored legislation to stress-test the 
state’s elections systems for vulnera-
bilities, in addition to a comprehensive 

Continued   PAGE 10 >>

Senator Phil Fortunato
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and an award ceremony, a live auction, 
a desert dash, and ending in a panel 
discussion to conclude the evening.

The purpose of the event was to raise 
funds for the nonprofit which assists 
public safety agencies to effectively 
care for victims’in need during events 
of trauma, directly partnering with 
South Snohomish County first re-
sponders. 

Support 7 partners with local first re-

sponders and assists them as well as 
victims in moments of crisis such as 
unexpected natural deaths, death by 
suicide, homicide and other fatalities. 
It provides individuals a private place 
with water and snacks where they can 
step away from the crisis, onlookers, 
and potential media they may not want 
to deal with at the moment. Support 7 
also provides a connection to other re-
sources like grief counselors, funeral 
services, medical examiner office, etc.

The organization also responds with its 
mobile unit to care for displaced vic-
tims’ & families from house and com-

mercial fires, SWAT callouts, and ve-
hicle collisions involving pedestrians.

The Support 7 also has a mobile dis-
patch team of emergency-trained vol-
unteers to respond on-scene, in a van 
converted into a temporary private 
shelter, providing victims with an im-
mediate space offering connection to 
resources and support.

“Support 7 is a great organization. A 
former council member is now the Ex-
ecutive Director and we’re just here to 
do whatever we can to support Shan-
non,” said Lynnwood Council Presi-

from page 1 SUPPORT 7

diverted to Alderwood Mall Parkway 
from around 9:00 p.m. Thursday night 
until about 3 a.m., Friday morning.

The fatal incident, now being investi-
gated by the Washington State Patrol, 
left Slanger dead with Rowland, in-
jured, transported to Harborview Med-
ical Center and his female passenger, 
also injured, transported to Providence.

Rowland is now facing additional 
charges of vehicular DV, DUI, and 
Murder 2.

from page 6  LYNNWOOD CRIME

bipartisan bill that would have made 
Washington’s elections more secure.

Fortunato argues that while focusing 
on testing ballot-counting machines 
and ensuring electronic security is cur-
rently being done, there are potential 
vulnerabilities in the registration pro-
cess.

“While on the Election Administration 
and Certification Board I’ve been told 
how secure our registration process is. 
When I laid out problematic scenarios, 
I was assured that multiple or duplicate 
registrations would be caught,” Fortu-
nato said.  “We hire hackers to test elec-
tronic security, but not the registration 
process.  The fact is that motor voter 
laws and documentation loopholes 
are serious vulnerabilities allowing 
non-citizens to register and duplicate 
registrations. To ensure the electorate 
that the entire process is secure, I say 
let’s test it.”

Fortunato also highlights lesser-known 
but just as important functions of the 
Secretary of State that impact election 
fairness. His opponent recently de-
clined to take a position on upholding 
the bipartisan, constitutionally enacted 
maps in recent redistricting lawsuits.

“Since the Secretary of State took no 
position, the state Attorney General 
declined to represent the people in the 
courts, effectively leaving the defense 
of the constitution to progressive ac-
tivists. This would not happen on my 
watch,” Fortunato said.

Fortunato is asking voters to consid-
er,“With the legislature and all state ex-
ecutive offices being dominated by one 
party, there is no independent voice to 
push back on laws that may weaken or 
dilute their vote.”

He strongly opposes Democrat pro-
posals for ranked choice voting or 
mandatory voting, which would fine 
voters who choose not to exercise their 
right to vote.  “The people of Washing-
ton must decide if they want to allow 
the foxes to guard the hen house or a 
watchdog,” added Fortunato.

About Phil Fortunato

Fortunato, an Auburn, King County 
resident, has served as the district’s 
senator since being appointed in 2017 
after being elected to the state House in 
2016. He previously served as a state 
Representative from 1998-2000. For-
tunato’s work in Olympia has focused 
on increased government accountabili-
ty, tax fairness, and protecting citizens’ 
rights.

Fortunato attended Rutgers University, 
Cook College of Agriculture. He is a 
small business owner, providing con-
sulting and training on environmental 
regulation compliance. Married for 
over 40 years, Fortunato is a father of 
five, three of whom are decorated U.S. 
Marines. Phil is active in his church 
and community and supports philan-
thropic activities including housing 
low-income families, Knights of Co-
lumbus, Project Rachel, and domestic 
violence issues.
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Josi Jones, recipient of the 2024 Good Samaritian Award at the third annual Support 7 gala on April 13, 2024. SOURCE: Lyn-
nwood Times | Mario Lotmore.

in all the support that they give,” Lyn-
wood Council Vice President Julieta 
Altamirano-Crosby told the Lynnwood 
Times. “There are a lot of communi-
ty members in Snohomish County that 
they serve even those who are not not 
Native English speakers.” 

During the award ceremony Josie 
Jones received the 2024 Good Samar-
itan Award, 

“At one point the Lord pointed out to 
me that I like to talk to people and I 
like to listen to people, it’s just all the 
glory goes to the Lord for him using 
those things in my life,” said award re-
cipient Josie Jones. “Thank you guys 
for honoring me and I’m humbled by 
the work the Lord allows me to do.” 

Each ticket sold for Support 7’s annual 
fundraising reception included entry, 
hearty appetizers provided by Chef 
Dane Catering, beverages (beer, wine, 
and non-alcoholic), a chance to bid on 
amazing items at the Silent Auction, 
and a seat for the main event. After the 
event concluded, patrons could con-
tinue the fun and the giving by going 
out to dinner at Todo Mexico or Moon-
shine BBQ in Lynnwood who agreed 
to graciously give back a portion back 
to the non profit.

The first Support 7 annual fundraising 
dinner took place at Westgate Chapel 
in Edmonds in October of 2019 and 
had approximately 300 guests. 

dent George Hurst.

The evening commenced with a few 
words by Sessions before she intro-
duced Cindy Cinema who she first met 
many years ago on the response team 
of Behind the Badge Foundation. Cin-
ema is also a longtime chaplain and di-
rector of the Grief Companion Project 
which Support 7 directly collaborates 
with and has worked with grief and 
trauma for many years. 

Accompanying Cinema was Lyn-
nwood Police Chief Cole Langdon and 
Michael Cheong, the event’s auction-
eer, 

“I support Support 7. They are very 
aware of how diverse Snohomish 
County is and they are very intentional 

Panelist at the third annual Support 7 gala on April 13, 2024. SOURCE: Lynnwood 
Times | Mario Lotmore.
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